
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities, 

   The First Reading today tells us how the prophet Jeremiah trusted in the power of 

God while he faced opposition for his prophetic ministry. In the Second Reading, 

Paul assures the Christians in Rome that they need not be afraid of opposition both 

because they share in the death of Jesus and his Resurrection and because they are 

united with Christ, the new Adam, in his Resurrection. Today’s Gospel passage is 

taken from the end of Jesus’ instruction to his disciples as he sends them forth to 

carry on his mission of preaching and healing. He asks them to live simple lives and 

to expect opposition and rejection. After having foretold future opposition and 

persecution, Jesus encouraged his disciples to stand firm. Three times they are 

urged, “Do not be afraid!”  We need not be afraid because our life is in the hands of 

a loving God. Sometimes we are afraid that we will make a wrong decision. At other 

times we are afraid of what the future will bring our children. We can be afraid of 

growing old, or of falling into bad health. Rejection and loss are the basis of our 

fears. But we forget one thing: whatever troubles or crisis affects us, we know that 

God understands it better than we ourselves. Our Heavenly Father knows exactly 

what is happening. What a release from fear it is to know that God is on our side: 

that our life in the hands of a loving God! Let us remind ourselves that God cares – 

we are each a dear child of his and He cares for each of us. “Don’t be afraid; you are 

worth more than many sparrows.”  Fear can take many forms. A man had been 

visiting a therapist because he had a fear of monsters living under his bed. Every 

time he would come in, the doctor would ask, “Have you made any progress?” Every 

time the man would say “No”. The man decided to go and see another doctor. When 

he went back to his first doctor, the doctor asked, “Have you made any progress?” 

He said, “Yes, I am feeling all better now!” The doctor asked, “What happened?” The 

man said, “I went to another doctor and he cured me in one session!” The doctor 

asked, “What did he tell you?” The man said, “He just told me to cut off all four legs 

of my bed and leave no space for the monster.” 

God Bless, 

Father Dan 

 

ELKO ONLY       WELCOME,  FR.  CHRIS  KANOWITZ! 

    Welcome back to Elko, Fr. Chris, and once again congratulations, and blessings, 

on your ordination to the priesthood. We are very pleased that Fr. Chris will be able 

to celebrate our Saturday evening Mass at 5:00 PM, and also the 10:00 AM and 

12:00 PM Masses on Sunday!  We wish you every blessing as you begin your priestly 

ministry with the parishioners of St. Gall in Gardnerville! 



 


